
 
15 February 2008 
 
To:  
Commonwealth Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 
 
And: South Australian Department of Primary Industries and Resources 
 
ACF Submission to the “Mining Proposal for Proposed Extension of Beverley 
Mine” draft Public Environment Report consultation under the EPBC Act 
 
The Australian Conservation Foundation lodge a submission to the “Mining Proposal 
for Proposed Extension of Beverley Mine” draft Public Environment Report (PER) as 
part of the public consultation consequent to EPBC Act Referral 2006/3167 triggering 
EPBC Act Subdivision E (nuclear actions).  
 
This pubic submission is for consideration by the Commonwealth and by the South 
Australian Government. 
 
ACF recognises that the production of uranium and its use in the nuclear fuel cycle 
present unique and unprecedented hazards and risks. ACF policy opposes the mining 
and export of nuclear materials and ACF believes that to achieve ecologically 
sustainable societies there needs to be the elimination of nuclear energy. 
 
We submit that this uranium mining, milling and rehabilitation application should not be 
granted approval as: 
 

• It does not comply with a range of policy and standards commitments by the 
new Commonwealth government  

• And does not conform to relevant Recommendations of a Federal 
Parliamentary Inquiry into regulation of uranium mining at Beverley.  

 
We are concerned that the application by the proponent Heathgate Resources (a 100% 
owned subsidiary of General Atomics of the USA) proposes:  
 

• A very significant expansion of the Beverley uranium mine lease area from 
some 16 km2 to over 100km2 with potential for impacts on the environment;  

• To conduct acid in-situ leach mining in this potentially complex, little understood 
and larger groundwater environment;  

• To fail to undertake rehabilitation of acid leach mining impacts on groundwater; 
• To irresponsibly discharge liquid radioactive mine wastes to an aquifer at 

undisclosed locations in the proposed larger Mine Lease area. 
 
The proposed uranium mining, milling and rehabilitation operations should not be 
granted approval under the EPBC Act nor under the SA Mining Act, as they:  
 

• Fail to adequately protect the environment regarding groundwater;  
• The operations are not sustainable and will likely lead to environmental harm;  
• As the uranium mining and waste disposal operations lack warranted provision 

for rehabilitation of acid leach and of mine waste disposal impacts on the 
environment regarding groundwater.  

 



The proponent in-appropriately proposes that: “No active remediation of the Namba 
Formation aquifer is proposed” (Section 1, Introduction, p.1-8, draft PER).  
 
Further, the draft PER makes and cites claims which in our view show a lack of respect 
for and a lack of due recognition of natural values in groundwater, including that: 
 
 “…there are no environmental values to the Beverley aquifer”;  
 
And 
 
 “…the only potential beneficial use for the Namba formation water…is for mining 
purposes” (draft PER p.1-8).   
 
Federal Government commitments applying to this application 
 
The Federal Labor government have provided a range of relevant binding 
commitments to uranium mining, milling and rehabilitation in the ALP National Platform.  
 
Including to world best practice standards; the most stringent condition; and the 
enforcement of very strict safety procedures: 
 
“Uranium: Labor recognises that the production of uranium and its use in the nuclear 
fuel cycle present unique and unprecedented hazards and risks, including: 
 
* threats to human health and the local environment in the mining and milling of 
uranium, which demand the enforcement of very strict safety procedures; … 
 

Labor, accordingly will only allow the mining and export of uranium under the most 
stringent conditions, as described below. 
 
In relation to mining and milling, Labor will: … 
 
* Ensure that Australian uranium mining, milling and rehabilitation is based on world 
best practice standards…; 
 
 * ensure, through public accountability mechanisms, that the Australian public is 
informed about the quality of the environmental performance of uranium mines; … 

 
(ALP National Platform, April 2007, Ch 5 - Fostering Competitive and Innovative 
Australian Industries, http://www.alp.org.au/platform/chapter_05.php ) 
 
ACF consider that the National ALP Platform commitments should be fully applied to 
this EPBC Act nuclear action application and at the very least warrant full rehabilitation 
of all uranium mining impacts on groundwater and should require prohibition of 
discharge of radioactive liquid mine waste to groundwater. 
 
Federal Parliamentary Inquiry Recommendations on regulating Beverley mine 
 
The proposed uranium mining, milling and rehabilitation operations are directly contrary 
to Recommendations of the Australian Parliamentary Inquiry “Regulating the Ranger, 
Jabiluka, Beverley and Honeymoon uranium mines”, stating that:  
 
“The Committee recommends that, owing to the experimental nature and the level of 
public opposition, the ISL mining technique should not be permitted until more 
conclusive evidence can be presented on its safety and environmental impacts. 



 
Failing that, the Committee recommends that at the very least, mines utilising the ISL 
technique should be subject to strict regulation, including prohibition of discharge of 
radioactive liquid mine waste to groundwater, and ongoing, regular independent 
monitoring to ensure environmental impacts are minimised.” 
 
(Recommendation 16, October 2003, Environment, Communications, Information 
Technology and the Arts Reference Committee) 
 
ACF cite that the Federal ALP has endorsed the Recommendations of this ECITA 
Inquiry, called for there implementation as a matter of urgency, and committed to their 
implementation in the ALP 2004 Federal Election Environment Policy: 
 
“Labor calls on the Government to implement the report’s recommendations as a 
matter of urgency.”  
(Federal Shadow Environment and Heritage Minister Kelvin Thomson, media release 
15 October 2003) 
 
The Commonwealth should now act to implement these Inquiry recommendations. 
 
Inadequate information base for an informed decision 
 
ACF submit that the draft PER provides an in-adequate information and documentation 
base for the public to be able to come to an informed view on the application and for 
the Minister to make an informed decision on environmental impacts and risks 
according to EPBC Act sec.99(3) and Part 9.  
 
In particular, there is a lack of an appropriate level and type of information to properly 
characterise the groundwater system and potential impacts, including: 
 

• The lack of indication of the geographic path, bounding and potential 
hydrological connections of all of the palaeo-channels that are proposed to be 
mined within the proposed larger mine lease area;  

• Lack of public provision of monitoring information on the existing mine waste 
discharge plume in the Beverley aquifer; 

• An extraordinary lack of provision of identification of proposed sites for 
proposed future discharge of liquid mine waste to groundwater and a lack of a 
warranted evaluation of potential impacts on the environment that could result. 

 
ACF request public release of an appropriately adequate Final PER 
 
ACF request that a Final PER should be made public as soon as possible after 
potential acceptance by the Minister under EPBC Act sec.99 “Finalising public 
environment report” and should be made available in the public interest during the 20 
business day period of the preparation of the EPBC Act sec.100 “Assessment report”. 
 
In consideration of this submission please feel free to contact David Noonan, ACF 
Nuclear Free Campaigner on Mobile 0408 821 058 or by E-Mail 
d.noonan@acfonline.org.au for any discussion or clarification of these issues. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
David Noonan 
ACF Nuclear Free Campaigner 


